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(54) LENS HOLDING STRUCTURE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To stabilize a caulking operation and to improve 
the yield of an operation for forming a lens holding 
structure by the simple constitution in which a groove 
extending nearly in a circumferential direction is formed to 
the inside peripheral face in the caulking part of a lens 
barrel to be fitted and caulked with a lens. 
CONSTITUTION: The annular caulking part 11 which is 
reduced in thickness in a radial direction is provided to the 
front end part of the lens barrel 1 and the groove 1 1 a is 
provided on the inside peripheral face of the caulking part 
1 1 over the entire circumference in the circumferential 
direction. A sloped part 11b having a prescribed angle with 
the optical axis is provided to the front end of the caulking 
part likewise over the entire circumference in the 
circumferential direction. After the lens 2 is inserted to the 
lens barrel 1, a horn, i.e., iron 3, heated to a prescribed 

temp, is applied to the caulking part 1 1 from above and is pressurized by a prescribed 
pressure. Then, the end of the caulking part 1 1 is put onto the lens 2 and is thereby caulked. 
The deformation- component of the lens barrel 1 by the caulking is absorbed in the groove 
11a, by which the spacing between the caulking part and the lens surface is substantially 
eliminated. 
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